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WHAT ARE HUMAN RIGHTS? 


Human rights could be generally defined as those rights which are 
inherent in our nature and without which we cannot live as human 
beings. 





Human rights and fundamental freedoms allow us to fully develop 
and use our human qualities, our intelligence, our talents and our 
conscience and to satisfy our spiritual and other needs. They are 
based on mankind's increasing demand for a life in which the in- 
herent dignity and worth of each human being will receive respect 
and protection. 











The denial of human rights and fundamental freedoms not only is 
an individual and personal tragedy, but also creates conditions of 
social and political unrest, sowing the seeds of violence and con- 
flict within and between societies and nations. As the first sentence 
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states, respect for 
human rights and human dignity "is the foundation of freedom, 
justice and peace in the world". 











Source: Human Rights, Questions and Answers 
Published by U.N. Department of Public Information 
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EDITORIAL 


Greetings from Geneva! 


No, we haven't taken your 
name off our mailing list for 
Youth Magazine. 

This is the first issue for 1995. 


Since Siv Limstrand left at the end 
of 1994 the Office for Youth in 
Church and Society has been in a 
period of transition. Birgitta 
Voltenauer has been the only staff 
person at the Desk while Olli- 
Pekka Lassila from the Lutheran 
World Federation Department for 
Mission and Development's Eu- 
rope Desk has been acting Youth 
Secretary in addition to his other 
responsibilities. The workload has 
been rather heavy which has de- 
layed work on Youth Magazine. 
We hope, however, that you'll 
enjoy reading this copy even more 
after waiting so long for it! 


The main theme of this issue is 
human rights. The high priority of 
human rights on the LWF agenda 
is also evident in the LWF's cur- 
rent organization of five human 
rights workshops in different re- 
gions of the world. Through its 
work for human rights the LWF 
aims to: 


Enter into a political dialogue 
with heads of state, the United 
Nations and people's move- 
ments 


Advocate directly with and for 
victims of human rights viola- 
tions, and 


Empower people to take up 
their own struggle, for instance, 
in southern Africa. 

Each workshop tackles the human 
rights violations specific to its area. 
The first worshop took place in 


Hong Kong in early December 
1994. More workshops are plan- 
ned for the next two years ín 
other regions. 


In this issue you also will find 
stories by our three recent youth 
interns, Rev. Abinaar Ramadie 
from South Africa who worked 
in our Geneva office, Ms. Julia 
lilonga from Namibia who was 
placed in the Lutheran Office for 
World Community at the 
United Nations in New York, 
and Roberto Kirchheim who was 
engaged by the LWF World Ser- 
vice field program in Mozam- 
bique. Thank you, Abi, Julia and 
Roberto! 

Planning for the next Pre-Assem- 
bly Youth Conference (PAYC) 
in 1997 has already been initi- 
ated. The youth delegates of the 
LWF Council gathered a day be- 
fore the Council meeting in 
Namibia in June 1995 for general 
discussion on the PAYC prepa- 
rations. The conference will take 
place in Bangkok, Thailand 1m- 
mediately prior to the LWF As- 
sembly scheduled for Hong 
Kong in July 1997. The Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran Church in Thailand 
has kindly accepted to host this 
most important activity of the 
Youth Office. 


At last, we have the good news 
that the Rev. Ondrej Prostrednik 
from the Evangelical Church of 
the Augsburg Confession in the 
Slovak Republic has been ap- 





pointed as LWF Secretary for 
Youth in Church and Society. 
Ondrej was born in 1963, is mar- 
ried to Edita and they have three 
children. 


For the time being, Ondrej is 
working as a parish pastor in 
Nitra, but he also has consider- 
able experience in international 
and ecumenical work. He has 
studied in Germany and in the 
USA, he is a member of the Cen- 
tral Committee of the Conference 
of European Churches, chairper- 
son of the Ecumenical Commit- 
tee and regional secretary for the 
youth work of his church. He at- 
tended the LWF Assemblies in 
Budapest 1984 and in Curitiba 
1990. The procedure now is to se- 
cure a Swiss work permit for him. 
If everything goes as expected, 
Ondrej could start work here in 
Geneva on 1 November next. 


Welcome! 


IN 


Olli-Pekka Lassila 


BARA 


Birgitta Voltenauer 
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TALLER SOBRE DERECHOS HUMANOS - AMERICA LATINA Y EL CARIBE 


GUATEMALA DEL 21 AL 24 DE JUNIO DE 1994 
Pablo Quispe Uri, Bolivia 


Primeramente bago llegar mi 


profundo agradecimiento a Siv 


Limstrand, Secretaria para la 
Juventud de la FLM por la 
invitación cursada bacia mi 
persona, para representar a la 
Juventud Luterana Mundial 
en el Taller Sobre Derechos 
Humanos en América Latina 
y el Caribe, llevado a cabo en 
Guatemala del 21 al 24 de 
junio de 1994, el cual fue 
auspiciado por la 
Confederación 
Latinoamericana de 
Asociaciones Cristianas de 


Jóvenes. 


Realmente esta invitación fue 
lo que nunca me habia 
imaginado, pues significaba 
una representatión a la 
Secretaria para la Juventud de 
la Federación Luterana 
Mundial, esto me ba 
enorgullecido grandemente, 
profundizando aún más mi 
compromiso con la Iglesia 
Luterana en el Mundo. 


OBJETIVOS 








- Promover el análisis del 
tema de los Derechos 
Humanos en la agenda de 
trabajo de las Asociaciones 
Cristianas de Jóvenes La- 
tinoamericanas 


- Diseñar un plan de Acción 

| para los distintos niveles del 
movimiento Latinoame- 
riano. 


— rr 





DESARROLLO 


El Tallar reunió a representantes de importantes organizacio- 
nes, que fueron invitados por los organizadores (Asociaciones 
Cristianas de Jovenes—ACJs, CLACJ) entre ellos el Consejo 
Internacional de Agencies Voluntarias, el Consejo Latin- 
americano de Iglesias, la Federación Luterana Mundial, el Ins- 
tituto Interamericano de Derechos Humanos, la Oficina de 
Derechos Humanos del Arzobispado de Guatemala, Pro- 
curaduria de los Derechos Humanos de Guatemala y la Fun- 
dación Vicente Menchú. 


Todos los participantes mostraron una gran voluntad de tra- 
bajar en favor de los Derechos Humanos como punto de ini- 
cio del Reino De Dios en el marco de la misión de difundir los 
valores de ese Reino que son la Justicia, el Amor, la Paz y la 


Solidaridad. 


TEMATICA 


Marco General de Los Derechos 


Humanos 
Desarrollo Histórico 
Tipología de los Derechos 
Humanos 
Derechos Económico-sociales 
Sistema para los Derechos 
Humanos 


Situación de los Derechos 
Humanos en A. Latina y el 
Caribe 

Analisis coyuntural 


Los Derechos Humanos en 
America Latina y el Caribe 


Los Derechos Humanos para el 


Cristianismo 
Perspectiva Teológica 
Relación con lo político 


Líneas Orientadoras para la 
acción de los movimientos 
Latinoamericanos 


Diseño de un Plan de Acción 





Cada una de éstas tuvo sus 
subtemas mucho más especificos 
y concretos, como ser: 


- Derechos de los Pueblos 


Indigenas 
- Derechos de los nifios y nifias 


- Derechos Humanos para el 
Cristianismo 


Género y Derechos Humanos 


Mision y trabajo en Derechos 
Humanos 


Para la mejor asimilacion de los 
temas por parte de los participan- 
tes el Taller incorporó la presen- 
cia testimonial de las siguientes 
organizaciones: 


- Fundación Myrna Mack 


- Equipo de Antropologia For- 
ense de Guatemala 
- Fundación Vicente Menchú 


D MAN Ra A os el A om RP stone em a 
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La metodologia del Taller, inclu- 
yó exposiciones, trabajo de gru- 
pos, plenarias de discusión y diná- 
micas participativas con referencia 
a algunos temas especificos con el 
propósito de crear un espacio de 
discusión abierta, horizontal y res- 
petuosa por parte de los asistentes 
que tienen una diversidad de pen- 
samientos. Cada uno de los parti- 
cipantes tuvimos la oportunidad 
de compartir experiencias propias 
sobre nuestro pais y especific- 
mente de nuestra vida cotidiana. 


Las reflexiones acera de los dife- 
rentes temas llevaron a diversas 
conclusiones. 


Los Derechos Humanos son inhe- 
rentes a la naturaleza de las perso- 
nas, se los reconoce formalmente, 
pero no hay un reconocimiento 
real de tales derechos. El recono- 
cimiento se ha ganado en algunos 
países pero a conveniencia y en 
función del llamado nuevo orden 
mundial, modelo mundial que 
convierte al ser humano en obje- 
to y no en sujeto de la historia. 
Frente a ésto, la acción sólo se li- 
mita a la denuncia y no a la prác- 
tica directa. Esto con respecto al 
marco general de los derechos 
humanos. Entrando a las cuestio- 
nes mucho más especificas, tene- 
mos el Derecho de los Pueblos 
Indigenas. 


En América Latina, los Derechos 
de los Pueblos Indigenas no son 
reconocidos, son objeto de impo- 
sición a través de la educación 
como en tiempos de la colonia, 
mediante la religión, que lleva a la 
pérdida de la identidad. Existen 
todavía actitudes racistas que mar- 
ginan y niegan parte de su totali- 
dad y de sus derechos. Frente a 
todo esto se hace obligatorio para 
los pueblos indigenas buscar su 
autonomía donde pueda practicar 
sus derechos como les correspon- 
de. Muchas veces esto se logra por 
la única vía que puede hacerlo rea- 
lidad, y esto es mediante rebelio- 
nes armadas, que tiene como 
muestra clara Chiapas en México 


con el *Ejército Zapatista de Libe- 
ración National" A esto es lo 
que está conduciendo el sistema 
injusto que impera en el mundo. 


En cuanto a los Derechos de los 
Niños y de las Niñas, partimos de 
la búsqueda de una definición de 
niño(a). Entre varias definiciones 
que se dieron elegimos lo que 
creo es más adecuado. El niño(a) 
es: un ser humano pleno y en 
proceso de desarrollo físico, inte- 
lectual y psicosocial, una renova- 
ción de vida, que recuerda cons- 
tantemente los valores del Reino 
de Dios. Los problemas que lo/ 
la afectan en América Latina de 
manera aguda son: la desestruc- 
turación familiar, no son sujeto 
de derecho, su educación es 
enajenadora, sufren explotación, 
desprotección en el trabajo, dis- 
criminación cultural, falta de re- 
conocimiento real de la cultura 
propia de su edad y del lugar que 
ocupa en la sociedad; sufre des- 
igualdad; es objeto de asistencia, 
abuso sexual, manipulación, co- 
mercio de niños(as), tráfico de sus 
órganos, violencia psicológica y 
fisica, guerras, alcoholismo, dro- 
gadicción, etc. 

En el tema de los Derechos Hu- 
manos para el Cristianismo, tra- 
bajamos sobre tres ejes: Identidad 
Latinoamericana, Mediación y 
Concientización y Atención, Per- 


dón y Solidaridad. 


Después de realizar un largo de- 
bate y trabajo en grupos conclui- 
mos que América Latina está en 
proceso de búsqueda de 

su identidad y 

ha dado un 
aporte teológico 
grande mante- 
niendo las utopías. 


Por otro lado concluímos que no 
debemos caer en el deslumbra- 
miento porel progreso, que trae 
más efectos negativos que positi- 
vos. Debemos ser creativos y no 
copiar recetas; deben abolirse los 
dogmas que mantienen el status 
quo. Así mismo, comprender la 


macia 





dinámica de la sociedad y 
enfrentarla creativamente, apor- 
tar para la construcción de una 
nueva sociedad más humana des- 
echando lo deshumanizante en 
base a la solidaridad latinoameri- 
cana y cooperar con la evangeliza- 
ción y educación del primer mun- 
do, perdonar sin olvidar, en un 
proceso de reconciliación que par- 
te de la verdad y en el marco de la 
conciencia histórica. De la mis- 
ma manera la reflexión sobre el 
Reino de Dios llevó a concluir 
que es el respeto a la dignidad hu- 
mana, vida en abundancia, justicia 
social, opción preferencial por los 
grupos vulnerables y las mayorías 
marginadas, amor a la vida, solida- 
ridad y fraternidad, tolerancia, y 
lo más importante, el derecho a la 
vida, pero una vida en el sentido 
amplio de la palabra. 


Finalmente en el tema de Género 
y Derechos Humanos llegamos a 
concluir que a la mujer se le ha 
negado por diferentes razones de 
tipo cultural la oportunidad de 
ser una alternativa, por lo tanto se 
debe buscar la reivindicación de 
las relaciones que alienten la equi- 
dad, el respeto, la libertad y el 
amor. El tema mereció un deba- 
te amplio en el que se concluyó 
que es de imperiosa necesidad de- 
sarrollar un procesos de discusión 
y seguimiento alrededor del tema 
de género en todo el ámbito del 
movimiento latinoamericano. 


hts 
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RECOMENDACIONES 


El tema de los Derechos Humanos debiera incorporarse a 
la agenda permanente de las organizaciones juveniles, en 
este caso Luteranos, claro está tambien de la Iglesia en su 
totalidad, para sustentar el accionar de las mismas. 


Desarrollar en las organizaciones nacionales un proceso 
tendiente a profundizar conceptualmente las distintas 
categorías de los Derechos Humanos, en todas sus 
dimensiones. 


Promover la integración de los Derechos Humanos en los 
procesos formativos del factor humano de las orga- 
nizaciones eclesiales, en este caso de latinoamérica, con 
especial énfasis en los jóvenes y desde una perspectiva 
amplia, no ideologizada y en el marco de un claro 
compromiso cristiano. 


El trabajo de los Derechos Humanos deberá incluir la 
multiculturalidad como eje central y en el marco de lo uni- 
versal. 


El trabajo de los Derechos Humanos debe promover los 
valores de reconciliación, tolerancia y diálogo, hacia la 
resolución de conflictos y la construcción de la paz. 


Articular pensamiento y acción con otras organizaciones 
que trabajan por los Derechos Humanos. 


Promover el funcionamiento de un Comité de Derechos 
Humanos a todo nivel de la Familia Luterana en este caso, 
incluirlo en la agenda de discusión, en el contexto de la 
reafirmación de la misión. 


Teniendo en cuenta la envergadura, implicaciones y 
responsabilidades que conlleva el tema de los Derechos 
Humanos, el Taller reconoce la necesidad de continuar 
profundizando su consideración en todos los ámbitos del 
movimiento, afirmando la pluralidad de enfoques y el 
compromiso genuino que le cabe a las organizaciones e iglesias 
en el marco de su misión de extender el Reino de Dios. 


CONCLUSION 


Para concluir quiero decir que 
este Taller de Derechos Humanos 
me ha impulsado a poner en 
práctica estos conocimientos y 
experiencias que estoy adquiri- 
endo gracias a Dios y a Siv, en mi 
Iglesia local y también compar- 
tiendo en las diferentes reuniones 
y encuentros que realizan los 
jovenes. Como resultado de esto 


quiero comunicar que se ha 
formado un grupo de jóvenes que 
ha retomado el tema de Derechos 
Humanos y se ha realizado un 
encuentro ecuménico bajo el 
tema “La Juventud y Sus Dere- 
chos”. Por otro lado he com- 
partido el material y esta exper- 
irencia en un curso del Distrito 
Lago donde se reunieron jóvenes 
de la iglesia y de la comunidad 
además de la participación de 


diferentes iglesias. También se 
compartió en un curso nacional 
de jóvenes de la Iglesia Evangélica 
Luterana Boliviana y otros. 


Me siento comprometido a 
compartir y practicar lo 
aprendido, es por eso que he 
empezado con este trabajo que 
creo que es el punto donde todos 
debemos estar comprometidos, 
sobre todo porque somos 
cristianos en este mundo de injus- 
ticia y deshumanización. 


Este grupo de jóvenes que se 
conformó ha tomado el compro- 
miso de llevar adelante el debate 
sobre el tema de Derechos 
Humanos junto a la práctica, es 
en este sentido que se ha 
planteado iniciar el proyecto de 
defensa del niño mediante un 
proyecto productivo, esto debido 
al alto indice de niños de la calle a 
la cual no tiene la capacidad de 
responder el estado, pero los 
jóvenes están gestionando abrir 
un albergue inicialmente y 
posteriormente implementar el 
proyecto. Esperamos que este 
proyecto tenga un apoyo donde el 
niño pueda rehabilitarse plena- 
mente e insertarse en la sociedad, 
apoyo que tambien pedimos de 
parte de la Secretaría para la 
Juventud de la Federación Lu- 
terana Mundial, para que este 
sueño se haga realidad. 


Mi compromiso es seguir 
trabajando, compartiendo las ex- 
periencias y nuevos conocimien- 
tos que he ido adquiriendo y 
también tengo la esperanza de 
compartir en otros lugares fuera 
de mi pais como ser én la Red 
Latinoamericana de Jóvenes. 


Un hecho importante para mi fue 
el conocer personalmente a la 
Premio Nobel, Rigoberta Men- 
chú en la clausura del Taller. 
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HUMAN RIGHTS WonksHoP - LATIN ÁMERICA & CARIBBEAN 


GUATEMALA, 21-24 June 1994 


Pablo Quispe Uri, Bolivia 


The organizers of the workshop, 
Christian Youth Associations and 
the Latin American Confedera- 
tion of the Young Men's Chris- 
tian Association-CLACT, invited 
representatives of important orga- 
nizations such as the International 
Council of Voluntary Agencies, 
the Latin American Council of 
Churches, the Lutheran World 
Federation, the Inter-American 
Institute for Human Rights, the 
Human Rights Office of the 
Archbishopric of Guatemala, the 
Office of the Human Rights 
Procurator (ombudsman) in Gua- 
temala, and the Vicente Menchú 
Foundation. 


All participants showed great will- 
ingness to work for human rights 
as a point of entry to the kingdom 
of God in a form of mission that 
will strengthen the values of the 
kingdom, namely justice, love, 
peace and 


solidarity. 











OBJECTIVES 


- To promote the analysis of 
the human rights theme in 
the working agenda of the 
Latin American Christian 
Youth Associations 


- To draw up a plan of ac- 
tion for the different levels 
of the Latin American 

movement. 






ISSUES 


General introduction to 
buman rights 
- historical development 
- typology of human rights 
- economic and social rights 


- system for human rights 


Situation of human rights in 
Latin America 6 Caribbean 


- analysis of the context 


- human rights in Latin 
America and the Caribbean 


The methodology used was a 
mixture of presentations, group 
work and discussion in plenary. 
Space was created for open and 
horizontal discussion which re- 
spected the diversity of thoughts 
of those present. Each partici- 
pant had the opportunity to 
share experiences from his/her 
country and specifically from 
daily life. 

Reflection on the different issues 
led to various conclusions. 


Human rights are inherent in the 
nature of people who recognize 
them in a formal way, but there 
is no real recognition of such 
rights. There is recognition in 
some countries, but in confor- 
mity with the so-called new 
world order, a world model 
which converts human beings 
into the object and not the sub- 
ject of history (sic). Faced with 
this, action is limited to denounc- 
ing and not to directing practice. 


Human rights & Christianity 


- theological perspectives 
- relationship to politics 


Guidelines for work of Latin 
American movements 


- drawing-up of a plan of 


maz 


This 1s the general framework of 
human rights. Looking at 1t more 
specifically, let's take a look at the 
rights of indigenous peoples. 


In Latin America, the rights of the 
indigenous are not recognized. 
They are imposed upon, through 
education, like they were in colo- 
nial times through religion, which 
leads to loss of identity. There are 
still racist attitudes which mar- 
ginalize and deny a person his/her 
wholeness and rights. In this situa- 
tion, it is necessary for indigenous 
peoples to seek an autonomy 
within which their rights can be re- 
spected. Frequently, the means to 
reach this reality are through armed 
rebellion, such as in Chiapas, 
Mexico with the “Zapatista Na- 
tional Liberation Army". It is the 
prevailing injustice in the world 


which has led to this. 


With regard to the rights of the 
child, we searched for a definition 
of what a child is (whether boy or 


action 
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girl) and, from the various defini- 
tions given, chose that which 
seemed the most appropriate. A 
child is a whole human being in 
whose physical, intellectual and 
psychosocial development there 
is renewal of life which con- 
stantly recalls the values of the 
kingdom of God. The problems 
which affect children in Latin 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


America in an acute way are: fam- 
ily breakdown; not being subjects 
of rights; alienation from educa- 
tion; exploitation; lack of protec- 
tion at work; cultural discrimina- 
tion; lack of real recognition of 
their culture and place in society. 
Children are not treated as equals; 


1. The issue of human rights should be incorporated into the 
permanent agenda of youth organizations (in this case 
Lutheran) and also of the church as a whole, in order to 


support their actions. 


2. A process should be developed in national organizations to 
conceptually deepen the distinct categories of human rights 


in all their dimensions. 


3. Human rights should have a central place in the training 
programs of the personnel of Latin American church orga- 
nizations, with special emphasis on youth and from a wide, 
non-ideological perspective,in the framework of a clear 


Christian commitment. 


4. Work in the area of human rights should encompass many 


cultures. 


5. Work in the area of human rights should promote the val- 
ues of reconciliation, tolerance and dialogue towards the 
resolution of conflicts and the building of peace. 


6. Organizations working in the area of human rights should 
combine their efforts of reflection and action. 


7. Human rights committees should be fostered at all levels 
(of the Lutheran family). Their agenda should include dis- 
cussion of the reaffirmation of mission. 


Taking into account the scope, implications and responsibilities 
which the issue of human rights encompasses, the workshop rec- 
ognized the need to continue to deepen its deliberation through- 
out the movement, affirming the plurality of approaches and the 
genuine commitment to human rights of organizations and 
churches as part of their mission to spread the kingdom of God. 


they are an object of assistance, 
sexual abuse, manipulation, traf- 
ficking in children, trafficking in 
organs, psychological and physical 
violence, wars, alcoholism and 
drug addiction, etc. 


pant 


CONCLUSION 


To conclude, I would like to say 
that this workshop on human 
rghts has impelled me to put 
into practice in my local church 
the knowledge and experiences 
that I have acquired thanks to 
God and to Siv, and also to share 
them in various meetings and 
courses with young people. Asa 
result, a youth group has been 
formed which has taken on the 
issue of human rights. An ecu- 
menical meeting was held on the 
theme “The rights of youth." 
Moreover, I have shared both the 
material and this experience in a 
course in Lago District with 
young people of the local church 
and community as well as from 
other churches. I have also spo- 
ken to a national course of the 
Bolivian Evangelical Lutheran 
Church youth and on other occa- 
sions. 


An important event for me was 
to see the Nobel Prize winner 
Rigoberta Menchú in person at 
the close of the workshop. 


(Unofficial translation of parts of 
the report from the Spanish) 
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wee IN MALAYSIA 


Jessisca Aliah Umbukan, Malaysia 


Human Rights? Yes, human 
rights. What does the term mean 
to you? Human rights means that 
I have the right to live, the right 
to better education, better health 
care, justice, a peaceful and com- 
fortable environment. A right to 
do what I want without violating 
laws and rules, but most impor- 
tant is the right to choose my 
own belief or faith. 


The right to better and higher 
education? How very often I lose 
my rights of opportunity because 
of poverty. Better education not 
only to read and write, but educa- 
tion for life, to give you security, 
to get a better job, to improve 
your standard of living. Applying 
for a scholarship? Competition is 
very high and I am not among the 
top ten students. Scholarship 
loans? You need a piece of land 
and a guarantor who has a stable 
income. What can you expect 
from me whose parents are just 
very ordinary farmers? But I still 
have the right to a better educa- 
tion within the country or over- 
seas. 


I have the right to have my own 
thoughts, ideas, ambitions and to 
choose. As an Asian, I am always 
aware of public opinion and indi- 
vidual opinion. How often indi- 
vidual opinion loses. Nobody in 
Asia can bear to be an outcast or 
be isolated from their own people 
or society. Ás a matter of fact our 
opinions are always subject to the 
society. We have to be sensitive 
and remember that human rights 
are not only my rights, but also 
others” rights. We have individual 
rights but public rights seem to be 
more visible here. 


As a native, I have the right to 
own a piece of land. The question 
here is not that l am a native, but 
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that it is a matter of money. I can- 
not afford to buy land and be- 
came a refugee in my own coun- 
try. Laws? You talk about laws? 
Are these laws really just? Laws 
are written on paper and because 
they are the decisions of the ma- 
jority, the minority will not 
have much to say. Laws are al- 
ways just on paper but not in 
practice. 


Human rights also means to have 
the right to choose my own belief 
and religion. I want to be in the 
same family and enjoy good times 


together even though I now have a 
different faith. But I lost *every- 
thing" - being the firstborn, inher- 
itance, even the right to be a mem- 
ber of the family - it has happened 
just because of my right to choose 
my own faith [a faith that other 
people do not recognize]. 


Human rights in Malaysia still 
need to be improved. We hope that 
the non-governmental organiza- 
tions and government are working 
together to improve human rights, 
especially for women, children and 
native peoples. 
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... IN THE NETHERLANDS 


Mary Janssen van Ray, Netherlands 


On the surface it would seem that 
the Netherlands does not have any 
problems regarding human rights. 
After all, equality between men 
and women 1s quite normal, dis- 
crimination by sex, sexual prefer- 
ence, religion or skin color is ille- 
gal, so that should make it the per- 
fect country. Is it? 

I, for myself, can say "yes it is", be- 
ing a well-educated white Protes- 
tant woman. I would say no, not 
very, if I were an asylum seeker, 
e.g. an Antillean or Turkish girl 
(to name just two groups). These 
groups experience racism, repres- 
sion and face expulsion, etc.. 


Asylum seekers, especially, don't 
have an easy life in Holland. We 
always have been a hospitable 
country, and through the centu- 
ries always have accepted strang- 
ers. But the floods of people from 
former Yugoslavia, Somalia, Iran, 
Iraq and Sri Lanka have forced the 
government to look more closely 
at the reasons why these people 
flee to Holland. Is it because of 
economical reasons or because of 
daily danger in their home coun- 
tries? The “freedom from want" 
argument doesn't do much for 
"economic" asylum seekers. The 
procedures to get to know this 
sometimes take months. In be- 
tween, that is before a final deci- 
sion is made as to whether or not 
they can stay, the asylum seekers 
are lodged in special buildings, 
such as former army buildings, 
etc.. It can be very crowded there 
and people from various back- 
grounds are mixed together. This, 
added to the insecure situation, 
can lead to heated arguments and 


fights. 


People who receive no residency 
permit mostly accept a one-way 
ticket home. But those who feel 
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that they have been unjustly re- 
fused residency, often stay on ille- 
gally. This is a major problem in 
Holland, because these illegal per- 
sons, for instance, have no health 
insurance and cannot work le- 
gally. This makes them very de- 
pendent on support networks, of- 
ten with people from their home 
country, to survive. 


The good news is that the asylum 
seekers who do get through the 
admittance procedures receive a 
house, means to live, help to start 
learning Dutch and with finding a 
job. Unfortunately, in a country 
that increasingly faces a shortage 


of houses and dole cuts this leads 
to right-extremist jealousy with 
racism as a consequence. This is 
not just visible in the Nether- 
lands, but also in Belgium, 
France and Germany. In all of 
these countries there 1s an in- 
crease in violence against foreign- 
ers - mostly Islamic people. In all 
of these countries the Turkish, 
Moroccan or Algerian people are 
the least valued in society, or 
have a low social standing. These 
are also the people that have the 
most difficulty finding a job, and 
who are most likely to fall back 
on the state. 
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An example of growing separa- 
tion is the emergence of “white” 
and “black” schools, that do not 
depend on mixed or separated 
neighborhoods. Such black 
schools, for which the state pro- 
vides money, stimulate the ethnic 
children more, but also visualize 
the amount that children of the 
same age group have to gain on 
their autochthon brothers and sis- 
ters. 


Even though it is certainly not 
state policy to have “black” and 
“white” schools, because this 
would, of course, be discrimina- 
tory, the situation does have its 
advantages and therefore makes it 
difficult to rule that “schools 
should not have more than 50 
percent ethnic children.” 


Another effect of budget cuts is 
that studying becomes more diffi- 


cult for people with less money. 
Until last year, the system gave 
everyone about the same amount 
to cover 55 percent of their 
monthly budget, the other half 
could either be borrowed or asked 
of parents. This already meant that 
students with less wealthy parents 
always ended up with a loan. 


Now the minister of education has 
lowered the basic budget and made 
loans more expensive so that the 
less fortunate students end up with 
a higher amount to pay back than 
students from wealthier back- 
grounds. The result is that poorer 
high-school students leaving school 
are less eager to continue educa- 
tion. Is this equality? 


ware 


I would like to remind you that 
the United Nations Educational, 
Social and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) feels that all educa- 
tion should be free. This, of 
course, is not very likely to hap- 
pen, education being expensive, 
but Pd ask you to look around in 
your own country and find out 
whether every child has the same 
opportunity to receive an educa- 
tion. Not just in principle, but in 
reality. Education is a means to 
get ahead in this world, and 
people who do not have that op- 
portunity will probably stay 
where they are. Wherever they 


ight 


WHAT IS THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS? 


The Universal Declaration of Human Rights is the basic international pronounce- 
ment of the inalienable and inviolable rights of all members of the human family. 


The Declaration was proclaimed in a resolution of the General Assembly on 10 De- 
cember 1948 as the “common standard of achievement for all peoples and all nations” 
in respect for human rights. It lists numerous rights — civil, political, economic, so- 
cial and cultural — to which people everywhere are entitled. 


Originally the Universal Declaration was conceived of as a statement of objectives to 
be achieved by Governments and, as such, was not part of binding international law. 
However, the fact that it has been accepted by so many States has given it consider- 
able moral weight. Its provisions have been cited as the justification for numerous 
United Nations actions, and have inspired or been used in many international con- 
ventions. In 1968, the United Nations international Conference on Human Rights 
agreed that the Declaration “constitutes an obligation for the members of the inter- 
national community.” The Declaration has also exercised a significant influence on 
national constitutions, on national laws and in some cases on court decisions. 


Source: Human Rights, Questions and Answers 
Published by U.N. Department of Public Information 
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… AND CHILD LABOR 


Dr. R. Vigi Thamby Solomon, India (The Unemployed Young People's Association) 


“Happy child, nation's pride, 
today's children are tomorrow's 
citizens." 


The Government of India in its 
report on the National Plan of 
Action for the International Year 
of the Child 1979 was right in say- 
Ing: 


“A nation's children are its 
supremely important asset and 
the nation's future lies in their 

proper development. " 


The above-stated wishful and op- 
timistic slogans look shallow and 
morbid when every day one en- 
counters the reality of children 
working in tea stalls, as rag pick- 
ers, as newspaper hawkers, as a 
labor force in unorganized and or- 
ganized sectors of the economy. 


Children are treated not as indi- 
viduals but as those who can be 
pushed about, abused and ill- 
treated. The neglect of one hun- 
dred million children provides the 
country with a kind of scenario 
where the efficacy and dedication 
of the government of a welfare 
state proves nothing but a sem- 
blance of lip service to this great 
cause. As access to reasonable 
needs in life, like education, nutri- 
tion, general care and freedom 
from bondage is denied to child 
laborers, a major part of to- 
morrow's labor force remains 
condemned for all time to physi- 
cal infirmities, mentally stunted 
growth and financial privation. 


Human Rights Violations 


Today both human rights in gen- 
eral and the special rights of chil- 
dren are the focus of particular 
concern. Needless to say there is 
widespread global concern about 
the plight of children. The un- 


equal distribution of wealth re- 











Shoe-shine boy in Vietnam 


sults in chronic poverty where 
children are forced by circum- 
stances to work. Childhood is de- 
nied them since they are forced to 
work hard to support themselves 
and their families. The Indian 
Constitution directs the state to 
safeguard children from entering 
into jobs unsuited to their age and 
strength. 


Educational system endangers 
human rights of children 


The constitution further directs 
the state to provide free and com- 


pulsory education to all children 
up to the age of fourteen years. 
But the low enrollment and 
dropout rates are increasing be- 
cause of a school system that nei- 
ther equips children with good 
education nor with vocational 
skills for a better future. There 15 
a lack of adequate school build- 
ings and trained teachers as well 
as motivation in parents to edu- 
cate their children, and there is 
no proper understanding of the 
benefits of learning. School 
terms clash with those of agricul- 
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tural seasons and compel poor 
children to withdraw tempo- 
rarily or drop out permanently. 
Boys and girls in their most for- 
mative years are deprived of for- 
mal or proper education. The 
present educational system 1s rec- 
ognized as one of the most bla- 
tant infringements on the human 


rights of children. 


Preference for employing 
children of tender age infringes 
children's rights 


TheInternational Labor Organi- 
zation Convention No. 5 of 
1919, ratified by India in 1955, 
provides that children under the 
age of fourteen years should not 
be employed or allowed to work 
in any public or private industrial 
undertaking. 


The fact is that India has the high- 
est number of child workers in 
the world. Employers prefer chil- 
dren because they are easily ma- 
nipulated, accept low wages and 
cost less in social security. They 
ensure industry's viability, do 





not get organized or militant and 
cannot fight for their rights. An 
additional advantage to the em- 
ployer is not only in terms of 
profit, but also in terms of avoid- 
ing security of Jobs, industrial 
tension, and so forth. Thus em- 
ployers' vested interest of mini- 
mizing costs and maximizing 
profits infringes the human rights 


of children. 
In India children below the age of 


fifteen are engaged in various oc- 
cupations, such as: agriculture, 
match, fireworks and textile in- 
dustries, carpet weaving, domes- 
tic work, and so forth. 


The human rights of children 
have to be protected. It is the 
worst crime to do injustice to 
children as they are in no posi- 
tion to protest and are dependent 
on others. 


Human rights advocacy today, 
therefore, involves not just de- 
nouncing injustice, but seeking to 
remove the roots of injustice. 
Since 1881 legislation pertaining 


Young girl worker in Vietnam 
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to child labor has been primarily 
directed towards the issues of 
minimum wages, hours of work, 
night work, certification of age 
and type of work. The Employ- 
ment of Children Act of 1938 was 
the first comprehensive piece of 
legislation. However, the inherent 
loopholes in this legislation left 
enough room for employers to 
carry on exploiting child workers. 


Commitment to the human rights 
of children, beginning with their 
very right to life, survival and de- 
velopment, calls for a strong po- 
litical will towards the eradication 
of poverty, provision of jobs to all 
adults, implementation of a mini- 
mum wage act, strict enforcement 
of primary education, and so on. 
And it is the duty of all con- 
cerned—employers, trade unions, 
society, government, voluntary 
organizations—to achieve these 
human rights of children. 


maz 
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YOUTH INTERNS - FROM NAMIBIA TO New York... 


"The period from September 
1994 to August 1995 will be 
added to the more memorable 
years I have ever experienced. 
Indeed, it may be the most 
memorable period of them 


all," 


On 31 August 1994 I landed at 
JFK International Airport in 
New York. On that same day 
also I landed into the hospitable 
arms of Mrs. Gerry Puelle, ad- 
ministrative assistant in the 
Lutheran Office for World Com- 
munity, Mr. Dennis Frado, our 
director, and his wife Linda. 


Wow! What a difference! I am 
sure anyone with a village back- 
ground like mine will not be sur- 
prised to hear me say that when 
I found myself in New York—let 
alone trying to understand the 
American English accent—it 
nearly turned me back. But 
thanks to staff members and 
friends who encouraged me to 
stay, I told myself that this expe- 
rience would be a challenge and I 
should just face it. So I stayed. 


I am Julia N. K. lilonga from 
Namibia, Africa. Prior to the 
start of my internship 1 Septem- 
ber 1994, I had been teaching ac- 
counting for six years at Gabriel 
Taapopi Senior Secondary 
School in Oshakati. This was af- 
ter I had completed a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Education (BA. 
Ed), having majored in account- 
ing as a teaching subject at the 
National University of Lesotho, 
Africa. During Namibia’s first 
free and fair election in 1989 
which was supervised by the 
United Nations under a team 
called the UN Transitional Assis- 
tance Group (UNTAG), I par- 
ticipated as an interpreter for 
UNTAG. I appreciated the way 
the UNTAG staff members per- 
formed their duties. We called 


them  “peace- 
lovers.” I felt 
like joining the 
team though it 
was not pos- 


sible. 


When I learned 
about the Luth- 
eran World Fed- 
eration (LWF) 
program for an 
internship to be 
taken up at the 
Lutheran Office 
for World Com- 
munity, the Lu- 
theran office at 
the UN in New 
York, I did not 
hesitate. 1 ap- 
plied and fortu- 
nately was ac- 
cepted. 

The program is 
an educational 
one in which I 
am expected to gain knowledge in 
the field of human rights and 
women's issues. During my stay 
here I will also learn about both 
the UN and its activities as well as 
those of the nongovernmental 
organizations. 


Having been here for nearly six 
months now, I would like to 
share some views on what I have 
learned so far. Firstly, I appreciate 
the filing system, that is, the way 
information at an international 
level is organized. Secondly, 
about the UN, I should indicate 
that I appreciate highly the his- 
tory of the UN which I had never 
picked up from my history 
classes. Not surprising because I 
never liked history. The most fas- 
cinating aspect about the history 
of the UN is that the organiza- 
tion was formed immediately af- 
ter World War II with the aim of 
maintaining international peace 
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and security. The UN was then 
launched on 24 October 1945, a 
date which remains United Na- 
tions Day and which is celebrated 
worldwide by member states. 


Ihe Charter of the UN, which in 
our laypersons' language can be 
understood as a "constitution", 
has established six main organs of 
the UN. These are: the General 
Assembly in which every member 
state is represented; the Security 
Council which is to maintain in- 
ternational peace and security; the 
Economic and Social Council 
which deals with economic and 
social work; the Trusteeship 
Council responsible for supervis- 
ing the administration of trust ter- 
ritories placed under it; the Secre- 
tariat, led by the Secretary Gener- 
al responsible for the organi 
zation's day-to-day activities; and, 
the International Court of Justice 
which deals with legal matters. 
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Elaborating more on the General 
Assembly (the “GA”), it should 
be mentioned that it usually starts 
its sessions on the third Tuesday 
of September and recesses in De- 
cember. Due to a diversity of is- 
sues to be discussed, the GA 1s 
divided into six committees. The 
First Committee deals with disar- 
mament and international secu- 
rity; the Second Committee with 
economic and financial matters; 
the Third Committee with social, 
humanitarian and cultural issues; 
the Fourth Committee with 
decolonization; the Fifth Com- 
mittee with administrative and 
budgetary issues; and, the Sixth 
Committee with legal issues. 


Iam sure the next question is why 
not tell us about human rights? 
This leads me to elaborate more 
on the GA Third Committee, the 
committee which deals with so- 
cial issues, including human rights 
and women's issues. This 1s the 
committee that I have been fol- 
lowing during the 49th Session of 
the GA. It was from this commit- 
tee that I learned that in addition 
to “former South Africa” which 
violated human rights of people 
through its apartheid system, hu- 
man rights also are violated in 
various other parts of the world. 


The violation of human rights 
takes various forms. In war situa- 
tions, human rights are violated 
through killings. Other forms of 
violations of human rights are 
rape, torture, forced disappear- 
ance and cruel punishment by 
governments, such as amputa- 
tions for theft (e.g. being prac- 
ticed by Irag). 

The UN, being aware of human 
rights violations, has made efforts 
to promote and protect human 
rights. This has a long history 
starting with the adoption and 
proclamation of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights in 
1948. Other human rights ma- 
chinery also has come into being. 
Last year, for example, the UN 


appointed the High Commis- 
sioner for Human Rights, Am- 
bassador José Ayala Lasso, who is 
expected to work towards the 
prevention of violations against 
human rights, providing advisory 
services in the field of human 
rights, and above all, promote 
and protect all rights. The UN 
has Special Rapporteurs on hu- 
man rights in various countries, 
such as Afghanistan, Iraq, Cuba, 
Haiti, and Myanmar to mention 
just a few. The UN also has estab- 
lished an International Tribunal 
aimed at bringing to justice those 
who have violated human rights 
and been responsible for commit- 
ting genocide in former Yugosla- 
via and in Rwanda. 


Now that the UN is doing its 
part, the question comes up: 
What are we, as Christians, to 
do? This reminds me of Jesus 
Christ who prayed for his adver- 
saries to be forgiven for he 
thought they did not know what 
they were doing. Would it be a 
good example and is it not good 
for us to follow that example and 
use such a powerful weapon— 
prayer to call the Almighty, to 
open the eyes of those respon- 
sible for genocide so that they 
realize that what they are doing 1s 
wrong and stop it? 

As a woman, I need to say some- 
thing on women's issues. Having 
come from an area under South 
Africa's apartheid regime, one 
would think that Namibia is the 
country in which black people, 
not to mention women, are left 
out of the decision-making pro- 
cess. But when I heard various 
statements from the Third Com- 
mittee delegates, it became clear 
that women throughout the 
world are the poorest and most 
vulnerable. The vast majority are 
excluded from economic and po- 
litical decision-making processes. 
Nations worldwide, however, 
want women to be partners in 
decision-making. We want 


women to have equal access to 
resources, such as land, credit 
opportunities, and above all, 
equal access to education. Educa- 
tion is an agent of change. We 
believe in the statement that 
when one educates a woman, one 
educates the whole nation, be- 
cause women, for the most part, 
are those who pass on knowledge 
to new generations. 


The UN is concerned with the 
advancement of women and will 
hold the Fourth World Confer- 
ence on Women in September in 
Beijing, China. The conference’s 
interesting theme speaks for itself, 
“A Platform for Action for 
Equality, Development and 
Peace.” Women throughout the 
world have high expectations that 
the Beijing Conference will come 
up with something that will lead 
to solutions to the problems they 
face. 


I thank all of the people who or- 
ganized this program. 1 have 
found it to be very educational 
and it is providing me with valu- 
able experience. 1 hope that this 
program will continue to provide 
future generations with the same 
international experience. As lam 
going to be here for several more 
months, I expect to learn much 
more. 


As a teacher, I will pass this 
knowledge on to my students. 
But after I have learned more 
about the emphasis put on educa- 
tion, especially of a woman. 1 
have not yet reached my goal. 1 
am just at the foot of the ladder. 
With this experience, I will try to 
pursue further studies, 
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YOUTH INTERNS - FROM SOUTH ÁFRICA TO GENEVA... 
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^. black people in South Africa are so eager 
to pick up the pieces apartheid bas left them 
and reconstruct their nation. This is what I 
hope my experience bere in Geneva will 
empower me to do...” 


My name is Abinaar Ramadie. I 
am a pastor of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Southern 
Africa - Western Diocese. lama 
South African and Setswana is 
my mother tongue. Before I 
came to Geneva in September 
1994 to serve as a youth intern 
with the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion (LWF), I worked as a pastor 
for two and a half years. 


I started my theological educa- 
tion in 1986 at the University of 
Natal (Pietermaritzburg). On 
completion of a four-year Bach- 
elor of Theology degree, I was as- 
signed to Pietermaritzburg South 
Parish as an intern pastor for the 
whole of 1990. Thereafter I fur- 
thered my theological training at 
Marang Theological Seminary in 
Tlhabane - Rustenburg in 1991 
after which I was assigned to a 
relatively big parish in the 
Pretoria area. My time as a par- 
ish pastor was the most fulfilling 
and enriching for me, especially 
as a young black cleric. 


It was great fun working with 
small children in Sunday school, 
youth groups, various other 
church groups and community 
organizations. 


During the time when I worked 
as a pastor, I also furthered my 
theological studies at the Univer- 
sity of South Africa in Pretoria, 
where I obtained an honors de- 
gree in church history. From 
May 1993 till June 1994, I also 
worked as a part-time junior tu- 
tor at the same institution. 


WHAT 
ABOUT 
SOUTH 
ÁFRICA? 


This is the long- 
est question I 
have had to an- 
swer lately. But 
now that I have 
posed it myself, 
let me have the 
liberty of answer- 
ing it as briefly as 
I can. South Af- 
rica is a wonder- 
ful country. 


Wonderful I say? 

Yes indeed. Especially the cli- 
mate. However, South Africa as 
you know has had a very painful 
history of dispossession and de- 
humanization of the African 
people, coupled with the en- 
forced separation of races (apart- 
heid), which most parts of the 
world took courage to condemn. 
Here and now, as a victim and 
survivor of that history I cannot 
promise to be objective. 


After a long struggle against 
apartheid, black people in South 
Africa are at last free, or at least in 
part. Their commitment and sac- 
rifices together with the support 
and prayers of many concerned 
people have paid off in the end. 
In spite of a long history of dehu- 
manization and. dispossession, 
black people in South Africa are 
very eager to pick up the pieces 
apartheid has left them and recon- 
struct their nation. This is what 
I hope my experience here in 
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Geneva will empower me to do 
when I return at the end of my 
term. I hope to help my church 
make a meaningful contribution 
towards the rebuilding process. 


...AND GENEVA? 


What fascinates me most about 
Geneva 1s its international charac- 
ter. What about its climate? Well, 
for now it's making me cold. Hav- 
ing been here for a few months, I 
already feel enriched by the work, 
particularly of the LWF, and of 
other organizations in the house. 
I am optimistic about my work 
and my stay here, notwithstand- 
ing some frustrations. 


June 1995 
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YOUTH INTERNS - FROM BRAZIL TO MOZAMBIQUE... 


"How does hand-drilling 
equipment work? There is no 
electrical part, no start button, 
no keyboard. Like a corkscrew 

searches for good wine, this 
equipment searches for good 
water.” 


Once upon a time, on a Sunday 
afternoon, after a long journey, I 
reached Ulongue, the capital of 
the province of Angonia near the 
border to Malawi. I left my lug- 
gage in a small but comfortable 
room before I decided to take a 
walk.... The day after, early in 
the morning, I was introduced to 
the water technicians, Zambians 
and Mozambicans, who were 
waiting for ine to join them in a 
pick-up. While I was jumping 
into the car, I more or less real- 
ized what my routine would be 
like. The Zambian team spoke 
Tcheua and English, the Mozam- 
bican team spoke Tcheua and 
Portuguese and, finally, the Bra- 
zilian team spoke Portuguese and 
English. Fine! Besides food pref- 
erences (long live beans and 
maize flour!), we also had a lan- 
guage in common. In the follow- 
ing days we worked together in a 
refugee village finishing a ring 
well. It was my first experience 
with ring wells. 


Thousands of refugees were re- 
turning spontaneously from 
Malawi and Zambia to homes 
which were perhaps destroyed. 
As international aid entered the 
scene, the LWF was one of the 
first nongovernmental organiza- 
tions (NGOs) that began to 
work there through its emer- 
gency program. It included the 
rehabilitation of pre-existing in- 
frastructures such as: roads, 
schools, health centers and water 
wells. 





Roberto Kirchheim 


On that sunny Sunday afternoon 
my story began. It was like play- 
ing a role in a drama or being an 
actor in a film. From the director 
behind the curtains, I heard the 
typical: *1, 2, 3, action"! 

My name is Roberto Kirchheim, 
25 years old, a “Brasileiro” from 
top to bottom despite the Ger- 
man name and looks. In 1993 I 
graduated as a geologist from the 
South Brazilian Public Univer- 
sity. After graduation came the 
day when one says: “Mother, 
Father...' m going to look for a 
job"! But what can a geologist do 


after university? One could work 
for the D'Beers Multinauonal Con- 
cern (Mineral Exploration Com- 
pany) searching for diamonds in 
the Amazonas region. Thanks, but 
I decided to try another way! 


I was engaged as a youth intern in 
the Lutheran World Federation 
Department for World Service 
(LWF-WS) field program in 
Mozambique. I stayed there for al- 
most ten months and during this 
time had the opportunity to visit 
and work in all the different 
project areas of the LWF-WS in 


Mozambique. My main task was to 
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conduct on-site training courses 
with the different water teams, 
using new equipment on hand- 
drilled wells. Seems to be easy 
doesn't it? What does an on-site 
training course mean? It can 
mean loading a pick-up, lorry, 
tractor or whatever runs with 
potatoes, onions, maize flour, 
beans, cooking oil, salt, sugar, 
tools, blankets and, of course, 
the new water equipment! It 


can also mean to drive 
with the wa- 
ter 













team to- 
wards the pro- 
posed site, find rela- 
tively good accommoda- 
tion to stay in and then enjoy 
the work. 


The water team is a group of 
people, Mozambicans with a lot 
of, or little experience, in water 
issues with or without any level 
of conventional education 
(school). Women and men who 
have to feed their families and 
depend on their small salary, the 
same 50 kilograms of maize 
flour every month! Some had 
been soldiers in one of the many 
wars, some escaped and lived as 
refugees. Some did mechanical 
jobs, some tried to become 
teachers. They were proud of 
having a job and anxious to in- 
crease the living standard of 
their fellows. They were, with- 
out exception, my best friends 
and together we shared stories, 
malaria, victories and frustra- 
tions. 


How does hand-drilling equip- 
ment work? There is no electri- 
cal part, no start button, no key- 
board. Like a corkscrew sear- 
ches for good wine, this equip- 
ment searches for good water. It 
is a low cost technology suitable 
for remote areas. 


There is no routine in the day- 
to-day events of an intern. Every 
day brings new sunshine, new 
raindrops (in the rainy season), 
unexpected problems and a lot 
of hope. Also surprises, such as 
in Tchidzalomondo, a forgotten 
place in the middle of the moun- 
tains and bush. The inhabitants, 
recently settled, were walking 
long distances to fill their buck- 
ets with dirty river water. There 
were some abandoned colonial 
wells that could be repaired. 
After having met with the 
people and consid- 
ered the possibility 
of making repairs, 
the work began. Inside 
one well we found an old 
Chinese bicycle and 1n another 
not only rusty pieces of buckets 
but also the bones of a child. 
Probably sabotage to infect the 
existing wells. 


Sometimes this good equipment 
turned out to be inefficient un- 
der non-favorable geological cir- 
cumstances, like near the Mdudu 
School in the Inhambane prov- 
ince. Inhambane means land of 
good people. The same land with 
sandy soil that offered the fa- 
mous Portuguese navigator 
Vasco da Gama security, nice 
exotic fruits, and so on, for us 
represented a tremendous effort. 
The soil was too sandy and we 
could not drill any further with- 
out considerable amounts of 
water dripping into the bore- 


hole. lt was really difficult and 
nobody could see any progress. I 
did not know what to do. I 
thought, “This is the end of my 
career as a geologist! At that mo- 
ment I heard one of those attend- 
ing the course say: “It is not so 
bad that things keep going wrong. 
This 1s a course and we are learn- 
ing a lot. When you leave and we 
have to conduct the work our- 
selves, it will already be easier." I 
embraced him! We finally fin- 
ished the well in Mdudu, 18 
meters drilled by hand in the fine 
beach sand. 


There are several places sur- 
rounded by land mines, like 
around the Guara-Guara School, 
situated in the province of Manica. 
It was impossible to select a suit- 
able place for the survey. In one of 
the few possible places for con- 
structing a well, where we would 
probably not have any problem 
with land mines...we found brack- 
ish water! 


Like always, in every story and 
film, whether it is black or white, 
there 1s an end. My internship is 
over since August 1994 and since 
then I have been fighting for sur- 
vival in Germany, where I am do- 
ing an advanced course in hydrol- 
ogy of the tropics. I miss Moz- 
ambique and all my friends on the 
LWF-WS staff. Iam glad that I had 
this opportunity and hope that the 
LWF wil continue to enhance 
such activities, giving youth the 
chance of learning by doing. 


Both Brazil and Africa have un- 
dergone similar rediscovery, colo- 
nial exploitation, gold, fruit and 
slaves, mysticism, music, richness 
and misery at the same time. We 
really have a lot of things in com- 
mon. 
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INTERNATIONAL YouTH CONSULTATION ON SociAL DEVELOPMENT 


3-5 Marcu 1995 


Excerpt from the joint report of the delegations of the Lutberan World Federation (LWF) and the World 
Council of Churches. The LWF Office for Youth in Church and Society was represented by three young 
women participants in the LWF Leadership Training Program for Younger Women. 
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“We, the youth gathered in Copenhagen at the International Youth Consultation on Social Development, 3- 
5 March 1995, represent tens of millions of young people from the diverse youth organizations of the planet. 
We congregate in anticipation of the world Summit of Heads of State and Governments, to discuss our con- 
tribution — The Social Rights and Responsibilities of Youth. 


“This theme illustrates our recognition of both the responsibility, and the potential, that the youth possess, 
and the necessity of our participation in the social debate. The qualities and capacities of the young are indis- 
pensable to the realization of the plans of today, and are the basis of the world of tomorrow. Moreover, the 
very identity of youth, transcending racial, religious, cultural and gender barriers, offers a universal and con- 
crete foundation for social development. 


“We have a vision of a world without economic injustice and dire social and individual needs; a world where 
all live in a spirit of mutual respect, cooperation, tolerance, peace and justice. 


“This was our statement in Cairo, 1994. Our statement here in Copenhagen, 1995, shows our continued sup- 

port of this vision as well as the continued effort toward its fulfillment. At the same time, we wish to deepen 

and broaden as it's foundation the consciousness of the oneness of humankind. It is this family, that will en- 

sure our commitment to the realization of our aims, especially in a world of increasing intolerance and xeno- 
| phobia accompanying the phenomenon of global population movements, we emphasize the need to eradicate 

racism and all prejudices from our societies. This global consciousness will reinforce our efforts to global ac- 
| tion in addressing the problems of poverty, unemployment and social integration. 


“The world's looming environmental problems are another reflection of the interdependence of the planet. We 
again charge the governments and civil society to take their collective responsibility in addressing the environ- 
mental crisis and the problems inherent in the present model of development which encourages over-consump- 
tion in the West and endangers the whole ecosystem in the South. 


to a fulfilling and secure life for all. Development must be integrated and sustainable, that 1s to say utilize our 
resources to satisfy present needs without compromising the needs of future generations. 


"The World Summit for Social Development is a testimony to the failure of our current development para- 
digm to provide for the security as well as the material and spiritual well-being of peoples and nations. The 
youth believe the primary requisite to be the active follow-through of commitments. It is incumbent upon 
all those in authority to take immediate action based on the profound promises they make now, to ensure that 
the needs of the present are not the needs of the future. 


^We, the youth, commit ourselves to the promotion and fulfillment of a new development paradigm. It is a 
political, economic, legal, ethical and spiritual vision, which fully respects all human rights, values and cultural 


"Development must mean investing in people to enable them to take charge of their own destiny. It must lead 
backgrounds. The call is for unity in diversity. Our focus is action. Our time is now. 


^We believe that the rights of young people have not received the deserved attention of the United Nations 
system. Youth rights are an integral element of basic human rights. A Youth Rights Charter is still outstand- 
ing and we intend to ensure that such a charter is drafted with the full participation of the youth and students” 
organizations, and is adopted by the United Nations General Assembly. 


^We commit ourselves to make a substantial contribution to the process towards advancing a peaceful and just 
global society. In rising to this challenge we will have to utilize those distinguishing qualities of youth: vital- 
ity, openness, the willingness to experiment, and the courage to realize our vision. Let us in unity and action 
make our mark on the destiny of humankind." 
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INTERNATIONAL YOUTH CONSULTATION ON SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 


Christie Schellenberger (Tubbe), Canada 





Youth Consultation participants at Brondby Park 
Christie Schellenberger (Tubbe), center 


I was blessed to be one of the 
three women chosen to repre- 
sent the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion (LWF) Office for Youth in 
Church and Society and partici- 
pate in a program with the 
World Council of Churches 
(WCC) in Copenhagen. The 
program was designed around 
the World Summit for Social 
Development. It focused on the 
issues of poverty, unemploy- 
ment and social disintegration. 


Prior to the actual World Sum- 
mit, the eight youth of the WCC 
delegation (of which three were 
invited by the LWE) participated 
in the Youth Consultation. 


The Youth Consultation was 
held for three days outside 
Copenhagen where the 185 
youth from all over the world 
attended workshops and plenary 
sessions to discuss the “youth” 
position on the issues to be dis- 
cussed at the World Summit for 
Social Development. A draft 
document, created by the youth 


in attendance, gave suggestions 
for improvements concerning the 
issues at hand and a clear declara- 
tion of the youth position. 


Upon completing the Youth 
Consultation segment, many del- 
egations traveled into downtown 
Copenhagen to attend the Non- 
Governmental Organization 
(NGO) Forum which took place 
in Holmen, an old military base. 
The NGO forum was a collec- 
tion of workshops focusing on 
issues relating to the World Sum- 
mit. There were also workshops 
and booths established to give 
more information about the vari- 
ous NGOs around the world. 
Lastly, there was an exhibition of 
booths set up to give basic infor- 
mation about issues facing people 
around the world and to sell vari- 
ous merchandise that would help 
worthy self-help groups. It was 
truly a blessing that one of the 
youth from our WCC delegation 
was selected to attend the govern- 
mental forum which took place 


in Bella Center. Only the press and 
a selected few could join the gov- 
ernment delegations there. 


Although this journey was a fasci- 
nating experience of learning, trav- 
eling and discovering Copenhagen 
on a very independent basis, seg- 
ments of the program were person- 
ally disturbing. One of the topics 
of discussion was the growing in- 
crease in the difference between 
rich and poor, yet the Bella Center 
was not open to all people who 
were concerned about these issues. 
It was important to be of a certain 
stature to become involved at that 
location. Irony was a truly obvious 
element throughout the entire 
World Summit. Keeping in mind 
that the issues at hand were pov- 
erty, unemployment and social dis- 
integration, the organizers chose 
Copenhagen, Denmark for the lo- 
cation. It is world renowned as be- 
ing an extremely expensive place to 
stay and visit. Hotels, food and 
souvenirs where extremely costly! 
As a last frustration, the ecumeni- 
cal church service required people 
to have entrance passes. When 
asked the reason behind these 
passes, the answer was that there 
was an attempt being made to keep 
strays living on the street from at- 
tending the service. Was Christ's 
message not intended for all to 
hear? Did Christ not come for the 
poor, lonely and isolated as well as 
those who were free from injustices? 


After returning and spending time 
reflecting on the entire experience, 
Iam extremely thankful for having 
been given the opportunity to at- 
tend such an event, to meet so 
many people from all over the 
world, and to travel to see how 
other people live and enjoy life. 


It is truly a blessing that God gives 
such opportunities to His people. 
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RAINBOW - ‘DE REGENBOOG’ - FOUNDATION CONGRESS 


20-21 MancH1995, AMSTERDAM, NETHERLANDS 


Mary Janssen van Raay, Netherlands 


This congress was held to cel- 
ebrate the 20-year existence of the 
"Regenboog" Foundation, which 
is a member of the International 
Christian Federation (ICF) for 
the prevention of alcoholism and 
drug addiction in Amsterdam. 


The Rev. Frank Gibson of the 
Church of Scotland opened the 
congress, citing Star Trek: "We 
go, where no one has gone be- 
fore.” This is how the Rainbow 
started. Two young pastors went 
into the Vondelpark twenty years 
ago to encounter the young 
people at that time who were 
there. This evolved into a so- 
called "buddy" program. A simi- 
lar Rainbow organization was set 
up in Glasgow, Scotland, along 
the same lines to help the ad- 
dicted, prostitutes and the home- 
less. The Rev. Gibson said that 
we have to make a difference, not 
by being different, but because of 
God's unmerited love. 


In her opening address, Truus de 
Meyere stated that the situation 
with regard to drug addicts is now 
stable, that the number of addicts 
is decreasing, with fewer over- 
doses, and fewer AIDS patients. 
This is due to the pragmatic ap- 
proach of the Dutch Govern- 
ment. Even so, new criticism 1s 
coming from abroad against the 
Dutch way of dealing with the 
drug trade. 


The first session of the congress 
was on AIDS and addiction 
worldwide and called "Beating 
Prejudices" by Joop Green. If you 
think "drug abuse is not my prob- 
lem," you won't recognize your 
addicted neighbor. Both depen- 


dence and harmful use interfere 


with normal existence. Injecting 
drug-users are the second largest 
group at risk of HIV-infection, so 
here is a chance for prevention. 
Whth the right help addicts can 
change their habits, such as a 
needle/syringe exchange system 
(this does not mean an increase in 
injecting drug-users, but a victory 
of prevention over prejudice). 
This does not condone drug use, 
but pragmatism: It is there, so 
you have to do something about 
it. HIV seral prevalence, HIV in- 
cidence and HBV (hepatitis B) 
incidence have all decreased be- 
cause of needle exchange. We 
could build a wall around a cer- 
tain part of the country to fend 
off addicts and their problems, 
but what we should do is look at 
those in need. This could happen 


to any of us. 


Mrs. Erlinda Senturias from the 
World Council of Churches gave 
a rousing speech on how the 
church should be a caring church: 
“Our times are in God's hands." 
The Rev. Ricus Dullaert pro- 
ceeded to talk about his pastoral 
work among drug addicts, includ- 
ing visits to those in prison, hos- 
pital and elsewhere. He also 
spoke of ICAN, the International 
Christian AIDS Network which 
was established at an earlier AIDS 
conference in Amsterdam. 


The Rev. Jonathan Gnanadason 
from the ICF gave information 
on the situation in India. For ex- 
ample, there are the "blue an- 
gels", prostitutes with blue 
aprons who hand out condoms 
among other prostitutes. He also 
warned of the connection be- 
tween AIDS and alcohol. Your 
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guard is lowered because of (over)- 
indulgence in drinking when it be- 
comes easier to indulge in risky 
sexual behavior. 


Mr. David de Vries and Michelle 
Delleman held a session on the 
"buddy" system for HIV-infected 
drug addicts (also a Rainbow 
project). The buddy system for ho- 
mosexual AIDS patients is quite 
well-known in the Netherlands. It 
works with two buddies to one pa- 
tient. These buddies help him until 
the end. They give mostly emo- 
tional and practical support: They 
are there. There is a similar system 
for HIV-infected drug addicts, who 
also need support and someone to 
care whatever may happen. Buddies 
are volunteers who receive training 
in what is and is not expected of 
them.This means, basically, that 
they meet the "client" twice a week 
for at least a year. After a "proba- 
tion period" of four months during 
which the buddy and the client can 
find out if they match, a contract is 
signed to strengthen the bond. 
Among possible dangers for bud- 
dies is that they may be manipu- 
lated, for example, in regard to fi- 
nancial matters. So a buddy is for- 
bidden to engage in any financial 
transaction with the client, and also 
to give her/his address and tele- 
phone number. Buddies meet once 
every three weeks to discuss their 
experiences. Át present, there are 
sixty volunteers, including instruc- 
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tors, and some forty-five clients. 


In terms of caring and support 
this is a successful project. 


There were also speeches on the 
epidemiological aspects and prac- 
tical approach, and on the social 
and political implications of ad- 
diction and of HIV/AIDS. 


The speeches were followed by 
workshops. 














I took part in the workshop on 
AIDS, addiction and the church. 
A consensus was reached that 
churches should clearly state 
where they stand and give moral 
and ethical imperatives so that 
people may act upon them. A 


pragmatical approach was fa- 
vored: 


"Hating tbe sin but loving tbe 
sinner." 


This brochure was pro- 
duced by an inter-regional 
group of twenty-seven 
young Christians who 
participated in the HIV/ 
AIDS Workshop orga- 
nized by the Lutheran 
World Federation and 
the World Council of 
Churches, 5-12 May 
1993 in Windhoek, 


Namibia. 


The group also 
produced a resource 
booklet in English, 
Spanish and French 

| foruse in denomi- 
= | national and 
ecumenical youtb 
work. 
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Finally we want to be a caring 
church, but what is important is 
what is done beyond that. The 
same question was raised in the 


closing address: 


Is what we do good enough and 
can we do better?" 


Copies may be obtained from: 


Lutberan World Federation 


Department for Mission and Development 
Office for Youtb in Church and Society, or 


World Council of Churches 
Programme Unit III 


Justice, Peace and Creation , Youtb Team: 


150 route de Ferney 
P.O. Box 2100 


1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland 
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ASIAN LUTHERAN YOUTH CONFERENCE 


STRIVING FOR SOLIDARITY WITH ASIA'S POOR AND MARGINALIZED 


Some forty young Lutherans 
from the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion (LWF) member churches in 
Asia took part in the Asian 
Lutheran Youth Conference, 
held 20-26 May 1995 in Antipolo 
(near Manila), Philippines. 
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Keynote speaker Emmanuel 
Ilagan of the host church gave 
practical examples of active net- 
working as a useful tool in build- 
ing bridges. 








Ms. Lucia P. Ticzon. The presen- 
tations were followed by discus- 
sions in smaller groups, each 
group reporting through role 
play. 

The first part of the conference 
consisted of an exposure pro- 





Participants in the Asian Lutheran Youth Conference, Antipolo 


The event was hosted by the 
Lutheran Church in the Philip- 
pines and sponsored by the LWF 
Office for Youth in Church and 
Society. 

Taking their cue from the confer- 
ence theme “Building Bridges: 
Towards an Asian Solidarity”, the 
participants discussed the role of 
young Lutherans as bridge-build- 
ers between nations and with op- 
pressed groups such as women, 
children and indigenous people. 
They expressed strong concern 
that these burning issues in Asia 
also should be the focus of the 
next LWF Assembly to be held in 
Hong Kong, as well as of the Pre- 
Assembly Youth Conference, 
both in 1997. 


“Networks die a natural death 
if people do not return phone 
calls, or write back”. 


One major concern expressed at 
the conference was the need to 
improve communication and co- 
operation in youth work at the 
national, subregional and re- 
gional levels. 


The formation of an Asian 
Lutheran youth movement - as a 
part of the churches but with it's 
own profile - was seen as an over- 


all goal. 


There also was a presentation on 
"Asian Realities: Trends and Is- 
sues and Challenges," by the Rev. 
Ruel Norman D. Marigza and 


one on "Communication" by 


gram, the aim of which was to ex- 
perience Asian reality and study 
leadership styles and models of 
the different centers, agencies and 
organizations visited. The partici- 
pants visited "Smokey Moun- 
tain", a dump site where many 
squatters live and earn their live- 
lihood by scavenging whatever 
they can find from the garbage. 
They also visited Malabon High 
School, an LWF project in a slum 
area; a center for orphaned chil- 
dren of marriages between Filipi- 
nos and Japanese; a center for 
street children; and, the indig- 
enous Aitas people who live in 
the vicinity of the Mount Pina- 
tubo volcano, the last major erup- 
tion of which was in 1991. 
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A Time For BUILDING BRIDGES 


Song on the conference theme, written by one of the Filipino participants 


There's a time for loving ! 




















And a time for embracing 
There's a time for throwing 
All past stones away; 
There's a time for healing 
and a time for forgiving 


There's a time for building 
bridges 


And that time is now. 


Refrain: 

Ob, take our hearts Lord 
Take our minds 

Take our hands, Lord 


And make them one. 


There's a time for renewing 
And a time for reconciling 


There's a time for 
binding up 

The wounds of 
the years; 

There's a time 
for planting 


And a time for 
sowing 


BET Le 


There’s a time for 
growing 


The seeds of unity. 
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Asian LuTHERAN YOUTH CONFERENCE - FINAL STATEMENT 


Issued by the participants of the Asian Lutheran Youth Conference (ALYC). The ALYC was sponsored by the 
Lutheran World Federation (LWF) Department for Mission and Development Office for Youth in Church and 


Society and took place in Manila, Philippines 20-26 May 1995. 


We, twenty-eight participants 
from the Lutheran churches in 
Asia—from India, Bangladesh, 
Palestine, Taiwan, Korea, Hong 
Kong, Malaysia, Indonesia and 
the Philippines—together with 
two guests from Sweden and one 
from Nigeria as well as several 
youth observers from the 
Lutheran Church in the Philip- 
pines, focused all our activities of 
worship, Bible studies, reflec- 
tions, discussions and exposure 
visits on the theme: “Building 
Bridges: Towards an Asian Soli- 
darity”. 

We have come together into this 
fellowship of concerned young 
people, conscious of the fragmen- 
tation of humanity at the global, 
regional, national and local levels. 
We have shared stories of people’s 





RECOMMENDATIONS 


struggles against the dehumaniz- 
ing poverty, oppressive political 
systems, the abuse of women, 
racism and “casteism”, the funda- 
mentalist resurgence of religion, 
the cultural re-colonization of 
our countries — all of which are 
common Asian realities. In this 
context, we have explored the 
meaning of solidarity. We looked 
at our own spirituality and the 
imperatives of the gospel. We 
evaluated the structures and min- 
istries of our churches. 


We are convinced that our faith- 
fulness to the gospel has to be 
demonstrated through our ability 
to be in solidarity with all those 
people and focus on struggling to 
assert life in a context of death 
and dehumanization. We believe 
that our Lord during his earthly 


life showed us the way to salva- 
tion of the world through the 
means of being in solidarity with 
the victims of aggression and self- 
ishness. Therefore, as young 
members of the Lutheran Chur- 
ches in Asia, we resolve to be con- 
scious of the need for witnessing 
to our faith in the God of life 
through our activities geared at re- 
alizing this assertion of solidarity. 


Here at this conference, we have 
experienced the first fruits of the 
emerging Asian Lutheran youth 
solidarity through community 
living, our sharing of experiences, 
immersion in the Philippine real- 
ity through our exposure visits, 
daily worship and the celebration 
of our cultures. 





1. ...that the Asian Lutheran youth from different countries involve themselves in solidarity with 
other youth movements in raising voices against oppression, marginalization of the poor and 
victimization of people, especially women, indigenes, children and dalits, etc.. 


2. ...that the churches in each country initiate national Lutheran youth movements and that the 
LWF and the leadership of Asian member churches encourage and support this new initiative. 


3. ..that with the formation of national youth movements, the Asian Lutheran youth can net- 
work with other ecumenical youth movements for greater and more effective expressions of 
Christian solidarity with Asia's poor and marginalized. 


4. ..that since networking is possible only through proper communication, the youth in Asia 
share information regarding their goals, plans and activities with one another. We strongly rec- 
ommend the Asian youth to make use of available channels of communication, such as the Asian 
Lutheran Press Service, LWF Youth Magazine and LWT (Lutheran World Information) 


We express solidarity witb tbe Philippine Lutberan youtb in tbeir new initiative to form a 


youtb movement. 


| We recognize and rejoice in the peace initiative process in Palestine and we also express our 





and self-determination. 


SL eus 


solidarity with the young people of Palestine as they continue in their struggle for autonomy 
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ASIAN LUTHERAN YOUTH CONFERENCE - FINAL STATEMENT 
Continued from p. 27 
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TO THE CHURCHES IN ASIA: 


We recommend: 
1. 


-that wherever there is no organizational structure, the churches should try to have an orga- 
nizational structure set up for youth programs. In doing this, the churches should encourage 
and enable the youth to form their own youth movements which will in turn facilitate net- 
working among other like-minded youth movements in the subregion working towards jus- 
tice and freedom. 

Whereas most of the church’s youth activities are urban oriented, the vast majority of the ru- 
ral youth, the marginalized and the poor do not get opportunities to take part in such pro- 
grams. Hence, it is recommended that Leadership Development Programs should focus on rural 
and marginalized youth in all contexts. And 


-that young women's issues should be addressed and taken up by the churches as part of the 
youth programs. 
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To THE LWF: 


We recommend: 
1: 


2. 


3. 


that the LWF Youth Office organize the following programs which would encourage youth 
groups among the churches to be involved in activities related to social action and social awareness: 


- Youth Work Camps at national, subregional and regional levels 

- Exchange and Visitation Programs to different countries to promote 
better understanding of other youth movements 

- Leadership Training Programs which would lead to youth involvement 
and participation in issues of church and society 


… that all communication regarding youth programs organized by the LWF be addressed to the lead- 
ership of the church and youth directors/secretaries of the member churches. 


The proposal of the following structures to facilitate better communication between the LWF 
Youth Office and the Lutheran youth in Asia and to help the LWF Youth Office to give direction 
to youth work in Asia and other regions: 
- Regional Coordination Committees in various regions, especially in Asia, to plan 
for regional and subregional programs and to facilitate networking 
- An International Youth Committee comprised of the Regional Youth Coordinators 
of various regions (Asia, Africa, North & Latin America and Europe) to ensure a 
better and concerted programmatic thrust by the LWF Youth Office. And 
„that at the next LWF Assembly scheduled for Hong Kong in 1997, the Pre-Assembly Youth 
Conterence (PAYC) should address issues pertaining to Asia (such as human rights, sex tourism, 
environmental protection, child labor, etc.) and especially the concerns discussed at the Asian 
Lutheran Youth Conference in the Philippines (the need for creating youth movements, and to 


network with ecumenical youth groups in the region involved in the struggles of the poor and 
marginalized). 


We also express our appreciation and thanks to our fellow young people and the Lutheran Church in the 
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Philippines leadership for their warm hospitality and efforts in making this event a success! 
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A LITANY FOR LIVING WITH Less 


from Racket - The Voice of Canadian Lutheran Youth 


| 
| 


O God teach us the way to live not with much, but with less. Teach us 
to treasure things that mean so much—like sitting around the table af- 
ter a meal... 


Having lighter lunches, not too much. 
Help us who have so much to share, to know the joy of sharing. 


Stocking shelves for hungry families, where hungry children and young 
people live... 


With love 

With care 

With things of substance 

Help us to see our waste every day. Help us to... 

Fix dripping taps 

Walk instead of taking the car 

Take the bus, the train, ride with more than one in our car. 


When we eat, help us to see that it is the friendship at the table that is impor- 
tant, not what or how much is on the table. 


Help us to see you in our needy brothers and sisters, young and old, 
those around us who might otherwise be invisible to us... 


Help us to see that you, O God, are in the faces of the needy and the poor— 
even poor children and young people... 


Help us to see that we can make a difference in the actions, decisions and 
realities that keep people poor. 


Give us a vision of what it is like to not have the poor among us. 
Help us to serve others as you served... 


Thank you for giving us more than just food for our bodies. Thank you for 
giving us Jesus to fill our every need. Thank you for giving us life abundant! 


Help us, O God, to live with less... 

Teach us to treasure the things that mean much... 
Help us to make sure the poor shall eat! 

AMEN! AMEN! AMEN! 
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PRE-COUNCIL YOUTH WORKSHOP IN NAMIBIA 


YourH EMPOWERMENT FOR NATION BUILDING 


A Pre-Council Youth Workshop was held 15 - 17 June 1995 at the Namibian Evangelical Theological 
Seminary in Windhoek, Namibia. The stewards at the Lutheran World Federation (LWF) Council Meeting, 
eleven young people from Botswana, Namibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe, and four youth members of the 
LWF Council, participated. The meeting was sponsored by the LWF Department for Mission and Develop- 
ment (DMD) Office for Youth in Church and Society. The LWF staff was represented by acting secretary for 
youth, the Rev, Olli-Pekka Lassila, and LWF-DMD youth intern, the Rev. Abinaar Ramadie. 


The theme of the workshop was “Youth Empowerment for Nation Building”. The participants recognized the 
importance of Namibia as the venue of the gathering, as it represents a good model of reconstruction and 
nation building. They also underlined the importance of June 16 as the Day of the African Child. On 16 
June 1976 youth in South Africa demonstrated their courage in fighting against injustice. 


The participants brought this message to the LWF-DMD Program Committee: 
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In our discussions and deliberations we, the youth of this region, have identified the following problem ar- 
eas as obstacles to a meaningful reconstruction in church and society. Coming from different churches, we 
have noted that each of the countries in southern Africa has several Lutheran churches which are not yet 
united, We are concerned with the apparent reluctance of our leaders to pursue unity between these differ- 
ent churches and the reluctance of different head offices to communicate openly information about the unity 
talks to the local congregations. 


We are also concerned about the silence of the church on important issues such as sex education, abortion, 
street children and abuse of women and children. The exodus of our youth to Pentecostal and African In- 
dependent Churches (AIC), resulting partly from our rigidity, which we have inherited from the different 
mission societies, is another concern. 


Due to the socioeconomic and political situation found in the southern African region, youth have become 
victims of unemployment, which, again, leads to the downfall of society, morals in general, high crime rate, 
disillusionment of youth and suicide. 


We want to register our disappointment that not all LWF member churches in this region sent stewards to 
the Pre-Council Workshop. Those that did send representatives, with the exception of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Namibia, sent only men. 


We acknowledge that racism and ethnicity are serious obstacles for church unity and the reconstruction pro- 


churches and with other Christians, with the understanding that our churches in this region are facing the 
same problems, such as poverty, hunger, crime, disease, etc. Furthermore, we appreciate projects that aim 
at alleviating the above-mentioned problems (for instance, Katutura Youth Enterprise Centre (KAYEC) in 


cess. 
Therefore, we have decided to commit ourselves to working towards unity with youth from other Lutheran 
Windhoek, bread making, gardening, brick making, etc.) 


We recommend: 


1. ...that attempts for uniting the Lutheran churches be made not only at the decision-making level, but also 
at the grassroots level. All people in the churches should be informed so that they may be involved and 
included in all dialogues. 


2. ...that people be correctly informed so as to avoid wrong assumptions about others. And 


3. ..that in view of the need for reconciliation, regional communication and youth leadership training, a sub- 
regional youth consultation be held to build on the process initiated at the pre-Council Youth Workshop. 


We should like to thank the LWF Program Committee for Mission and Development for the attention it will 
give to our message and the recommendations included therein, and we convey our best wishes for the 


| Council's deliberations as it meets in Namibia. 
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... À TOUS LES JEUNES CHRÉTIENS ET ETUDIANTS DE L'AFRIQUE 
DE LA JEUNESSE LUTHÉRIENNE 


Chers frères et soeurs, 


La tranche d'âge à laquelle nous appartenons est, par malheur, celle qui est le plus 
touchée par l'intolérance et toutes sortes d'injustices, de violences et de dangers. 


Il est fort dommage qu'à la veille de l'an 2000, dans beaucoup de pays et surtout en 
Afrique, les jeunes soient confrontés à de pénibles épreuves comme les conflits armés, le 
chômage, le manque d'instruction, la famine, la maladie et les brimades de toutes sortes; 
ces jeunes sont ainsi exposés à la tentation de la drogue, de la prostitution et de la 
délinquance sous toutes ses formes, alors que les dirigeants de leur pays ne cessent de 
hurler à la "Paix" jour et nuit, dans leurs hymnes nationaux, sur leurs armoiries et sur 
leurs drapeaux. 


Chers jeunes, il est plus que temps de nous opposer à tous ces systèmes et à toutes ces doc- 
trines qui prétendent offrir la sécurité, alors qu'ils sont fondés sur l'intimidation, l'usage 
des armes, la destruction, les interventions militaires, les violations du droit 
humanitaire; ni l'absence de guerre, ni la présence de l'armée, ne sont la preuve de la 
présence de la paix. 


Le chrétien doit dénoncer le mal et nommer tout haut la cause du désordre afin que 
l’ordre se rétablisse. 


Le rôle du chrétien est de séparer le bien du mal, la lumière des ténèbres, et il n'a donc 
pas le droit de se contenter des solutions que nous connaissons actuellement. 


Par contre, il se doit de nommer le mal par son nom et séparer nettement le bien du mal, 
et ce pour le bien de tous. 


Crions NON à l'injustice, NON à la vengeance, NON à l'inégalité. Unissons-nous et 
bátissons un continent JUSTE avec la paix de Jésus Christ. Faisons de cette Afrique 
l'Afrique du pardon et de la justice, l'Afrique de l'égalité et de la fraternité, et ainsi nous 
pourrons atteindre cet idéal qui est la PAIX. La cloche de l'an 2000 sonne et l'avenir 
est entre nos mains. Unissons nos voix pour la PAIX en Afrique d'ici l'an 2000. 


* = * - - a LI * ld a . . 
La jeunesse Luthérienne qui participait au séminaire Oecuménique de juin 1995 
au Zaire 


Thème: “Bâtir une culture de Paix” 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


BELARUS 


(eni) 

Churches in Germany and Scot- 
land offered holidays to children 
from the Chernobyl region of 
Belarus where, in 1986, the 
world's worst nuclear reactor ac- 
cident took place. In Scotland, 70 
children arrived June 1 for holi- 
days sponsored by the Scottish 
Baptist Union. The Lutheran 
Church of Hanover offered holi- 
days to 1,400 children between 
May 10 and August 31. 


CANADA 


(Racket - the Voice of Canadian 
Lutheran Youth) 


A Deaf Youth Gathering and 
Leadership Training Event took 
place in Clyde, Alberta, August 
16-20. Deaf youth ages 16-20 
years were invited to explore the 
theme “They shall rise up on 
wings like eagles.” There were 
Bible studies, discussions, recre- 
ation, horse-back riding and 
camp-fires. 


EL SALVADOR 
(lwi) 


Five Norwegians were among 
the 58 passengers and seven crew 
killed in a plane crash in San Sal- 
vador in early August. They were 
to have taken part in a youth ex- 
change in Managua, Nicaragua, 
between the National Youth 
Councils of Nicaragua, El Salva- 
dor, Norway, Sweden and Den- 
mark. The plane hit the summit 
of the volcano Chinchontepec in 
San Vicente before it was due to 
land at El Salvador’s international 
airport, Salvadoran Lutheran 





Bishop Medardo Gómez spoke 
words of consolation to the be- 
reaved relatives in a memorial ser- 
vice held at the foot of the vol- 
cano. The members of the youth 
councils of Nicaragua, El Salva- 
dor and Norway decided to hold 
a ceremony every year in 
memory of the day when their 
brothers and sisters lost their 
lives. 


INDONESIA 


(One World/WCC) 

Christianity is growing in Indo- 
nesia and this has upset some 
young Muslims. In eastern Java 
steps are being taken to stop this 
rise. Muslım men are vowing to 
marry Christian women and woo 
them to convert to Islam. The 
Union of Muslim Youths is com- 
mitting itself to “the sacred duty” 
of stopping Christianity “not 
through faith apologetics but 
through love”. “The only effec- 
tive way to stem the growth of 
Christianity is by love — that is, 
by dating Christian women.” 
University campuses are the tar- 
get of the appeal, according to 
News Network International. 


NORWAY 

(lwi) 

Last year’s elections for diocesan 
councils in the Church of Nor- 
way brought more young church 
members to the top of the hierar- 
chy. Four years ago there was 
only one member under the age 
of 30. This number has since 
risen to nine. 


The youngest council member 
is Ole Harald Neergaard, 21, 
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who is a member of the Nidaros di- 
ocesan council. Ann Tveter, 30, 
chosen to lead the Oslo council, is 
the youngest leader ever of a dioc- 
esan council. Tveter 1s also a central 
committee member of the World 
Council of Churches. 


PAKISTAN 


(The Asia Lutheran) 


Iqbal Masih, a 12-year-old Chris- 
tian child-labor campaigner, was 
gunned down April 16 near 
Lahore, allegedly by a gang with 
connections to a carpet manufac- 
turer. Two years ago, Iqbal was lib- 
erated from a carpet factory — six 
years after he started work there at 
the age of four. After his liberation, 
he began speaking at international 
forums on child workers. 


SWITZERLAND 


The South Bronx Photographic 
Center (SBPC), run by the All 
Saints Lutheran Parish (see article 
in Youth magazine no. 37, p.28), 
organized an exhibition in Col- 
ogny, near Geneva, September 1-3. 
The SBPC is an after-school pro- 
gram for children of one of the 
poorest congregational districts of 
the United States, the Bronx in 
New York. The exhibition was 
sponsored by the community and 
parish of Cologny, a sister parish 
with All Saints. The LWF Youth 
Office made it possible for three of 
the young photographers to be 
present at the exhibition. 


PUBLICATIONS 


AVAILABLE FROM THE YOUTH Desk 


. Building Bridges: Towards an Asian Solidarity - report from the Asian Lutheran Youth 
Conference in the Philippines, May 1995 - in English 


. HIV/AIDS Brochure, produced by the HIV/AIDS Workshop in Windhoek, Namibia, 
May 1993 (jointly organized by WCC Youth Team and LWF Youth Office) 


- in English, German, French, Portuguese and Spanish 


. Resource Book on HIV/AIDS Making Connections Facing AIDS (published jointly by 
the WCC Youth Team and LWF Youth Office) - in English, French and Spanish 


. LWF Pre-Council Workshop, Representation of Youth in the Nordic Churches, Kristiansand, 
Norway, 1993 - in English 


. “It is good for us to be bere" /” Wir freuen uns, hier zu sein” - Report/ Bericht, Youth Con- 
ference/Jugendkonferenz, Budapest, Hungary/Ungarn, 1993 


- 1n English and German 
- auf Engliisch und Deutsch 


Copies of Youth Magazine nos. 34, 36 and 37 


. Report on the Pre-Assembly Youth Conference in Buenos Aires, Argentina, January 
1990 


“Do not say: I am too young - I send You” - in English 
“Sage nicht: ich bin zu jung” - auf Deutsch 


“No digas: soy muy joven - te enviare a...” - en castellano 
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_ I'm looking forward to a pen pal 
: from anywhere in the world. I am 
a 16-year-old girl and I like mak- 
ing friends. My hobbies are: Bible 
reading, group discussions, writing | 
letters, learning languages and | 
having fun. Please write in En. — 


glish and German. | Paushali ADHIKARY 

: Patel Kanya Chattralaya 
Evelina NAGYOVA | 25, New Jagnath Plot 
Eótvósa 43/43 IN-360 001 Rajkot 
SK-945 01 Komárno | India 


Slovak Republic 


I'm a young Indian man aged twenty-five. I have com- 
pleted an M.B.A., and am now a lecturer for manage- 
ment graduates. I would like to have pen pals from any 
part of the world. My hobbies are: discussion on bib- 
lical controversy, music playing, traveling and group 
activities. I reply to all letters in English. 


Emmanuel D.K. MEDURI 
H.No. 20-57/3 

P.O. Chilakalapudi 
IN-521 002 Machilipatnam 
A.P., India 
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Ima boy aged eighteen and I'm looking 


: football, exchanging photos, traveling, sing- 
| ing, watching movies, reading novels and 


| in Swahili and English. 


Fm a regular reader of your magazine and I like it very much. 
I’m interested in having pen pals from any part of the world, es- 
pecially Africa, South America, the USA, Bangladesh, Switzer- 
land or any other country in Europe, and therefore ask you to 
publish my name in your magazine. I'm a woman of 22 years 
of age and my hobbies are: reading, writing, traveling, music, 
good films, making good friends, children’s ministry and minis- 
try for street settlers/children. 
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forward to a pen pal of my age from any 
part of the world. My hobbies are: playing 


the Bible, exchanging gifts. 1 reply to letters 


Fadhili AARON 


|. P.O. Box 1685 


' Moshi, Tanzania 
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I was fortunate to read one of your magazines on 
youth activities around tbe world, published in 
November 1994. I was impressed and therefore wisb 
to seek assistance through your office to establish a 
communication link between me and some youtb, 
especially in Europe and America, so we can ex- 
change views on youth activities around tbe globe 
and in ouv various countries and also make better 
friendsbips. I'm Liberian and a member of the Na- 
tional Lutheran Youth Fellowship in Liberia. But 
presently I'm seeking refuge in a refugee camp in 
Accra, Ghana. 


Murphy S. ANDERSON 

c/o National Mobilization Programme 
P.O. Box 46, Guduburam State House 
Accra, Ghana 
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I'm a secretary, 26 years old and am 
looking forward to having a pen pal 
from anywhere in the world. I enjoy 
cycling, going to the movies, reading 
and always window shopping (usu- 
ally buying everything but the win- 
dows!) I would reply in English. 


Sharon ALCANTRA 


BLK 32 Marin Crescent 02-109 
Singapore 1544 





I'm looking forward to a pen pal from 
Europe, America, Asia or Australia. My 
hobbies are: reading books, singing, ex- 
changing gifts, photos. I'm a student at 
the Urban Planning College. 


Salomon TADESSE 
P.O. Box 80153 
Addis Ababa 
Ethiopia 
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I'm an 18-year-old boy from — 
Papua New Guinea and looking | 
forward to a female pen pal from | 
Ethiopia or any Southeast Asian - 
country. My hobbies are: listen- | 
ing to gospel casettes, writing let- ` 
ters and traveling. I speak English : 


and Pidgin. 


Daniel I. McMURAH 
P.O. Box 2804 
Lae, Morobe Province 


Papua New Guinea 
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I'm an 18-year-old boy from Papua New Guinea and looking for- 
ward to a female pen pal from Ethiopia, the USA, West Indies 
and African countries. My hobbies are: listening to gospel music, 
writing letters and traveling. I speak English and Pidgin. 


Kietombian Iwang KEVIN 
P.O. Box 80, 
Lae, Morobe Province 


Papua New Guinea 
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EVENTS 


August 27-September 1 


The annual conference of the Lutheran Student Movement in Canada (LSMC) was held at Camp 
Kuriakos. The camp is situated on Sylvan Lake, between Calgary and Edmonton. 


Theme: “Worship and the Arts” 


August 26-September 10 


The XXXI General Assembly of the World Student Christian Federation (WSCF) hosted by the 
Africa Region was held in Cote d'Ivoire. This year’s assembly is of special significance because it 
coincides with the WSCF centenary. 


Theme: “A Community of Memory and Hope Celebrating the Faithfulness of God” with the 
following biblical verse “...and you too are being built into a house where God lives” (Eph 2:22) 


September 20 - 29 


The XVth SYNDESMOS (World Fellowship of Orthodox Youth) General Assembly took place 
in the famous Kykko Monastery in Cyprus and is expected to gather over 200 people from around 
the world. 


Assembly theme: “Let Your Light Shine Forth To All People”. 


October 1 - 8 


The Joint Central Committee and 26th General Meeting of the Ecumenical Youth Council in Eu- 
rope (EYCE) will take place in Poland. Theme (working title): “From Justice to Reconciliation”. 


October 14 - 19 


Global Hunger and Economic Justice Seminar for youth, in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. There will 
be 39 participants from all synods of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC), as well 
as ecumenical and international partners. The seminar is organized by the ELCIC National Youth 
Ministry. 


December 1 
World AIDS Day 1995 under the banner "Shared Rights, Shared Responsibilities" 


“The HIV/AIDS pandemic can be addressed effectively only if rights and responsibilities are 
shared equally across the globe.” 


(Dr. Hiroshi Nakajima, director-general, World Health Organization) 


December 28-January 1 


1995/96 National Gathering for Lutheran University and College Students in Costa Mesa, Cali- 
fornia, USA. 


Theme: Prophets of Hope: Understanding “Generation X” 


Generation X refers to people born between 1961 and 1981 who will gather to consider their 
future in Christ. 
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GOOD TO KNOW 





The June 1995 issue of the LWF publication 
Development Education Forum 


gives an overview of the many issues related to child 
soldiers in postwar and war situations, especially 
focusing on Zimbabwe, Mozambique and Liberia. 


It also includes updates on anti-personnel land mines 
and the World Summit for Social Development. 


The publication is available from the LWF Depart- 
ment for World Service Office for Research & Develop- 
ment Education, 


3) 


Also available from the 
Department for Mission and Development 
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Educator: A periodical that explores in depth 


current topics of Christian Education 
Jor LWF EDUCATORS. 





Department for 
Mission and Development 
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A publication with articles, news and interviews on 
youth concerns about social, political and religious issues. 
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Interested? Lutheran World Federation 
Contact! Department for Mission and Development 


150, route de Ferney 
P.O. Box 2100 
1211 Geneva 2 Switzerland 


